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With the appearance of a large number of books on enzymes during the last ten years one looks for any 
special role in a new work or a new edition. I believe that Trevor Palmer’s voiume did fulfill a need when 
it was first published in 1980. The revised edition now under review continues the good work. 
I hope the author will not take it as a criticism if I say that this is essentially a book for the practical 
student who wants to know enough about enzymes to use them in the study of biochemical and other bio- 
sciences problems. In that sense it is complementary to another much recommended text (Fersht’s Enzyme 
Structure and Mechanism) which is written as a preparation for research in enzymology. Although 
theoretical aspects of kinetics, reaction mechanisms and protein structure are treated sufficiently to give a 
good background, the emphasis is on practical application of these principles. There are good sections on 
enzyme preparations, assays and other techniques in general use. 
If I have a major criticism it is that there is a shortage of references when statements uch as “it can be 
shown that . . .” appear. More pointers to the primary literature would enhance the value to those who have 
an interest in some fundamental aspects of the subject. 
A useful teaching and learning aid is provided by the problems and answers. 
H. Gutfreund 
Copies of books for review in FEBS Letters should be sent to: 
Professor H.R.V. Arnstein, Department of Biochemistry, King’s College, Strand, 
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